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WESTPORT CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

WATER TESTING MANDATE 
New Legislation Enacts Testing 
 

 
At the end of the June 2016 Legislative Session, Albany lawmakers passed a program bill that now 
requires school districts to periodically test drinking water in occupied school buildings for 
lead contamination.  New York State is the first state in the nation to require school districts to test 
their water for lead contamination.  Schools built after 2014 are exempt from this requirement. 
 
The legislation requires testing of all tap water in public schools. 
 
The final bill also provides for: 

§ Partial funding for testing and remediation; 
§ Authorizes the inclusion of these tests in the already-required Building Conditions Survey 

we’re required to conduct every five (5) years; 
§ Mandates notification to parents of results; 
§ Requires the New York State Department of Health to create an annual report of test results. 

 
Interim Superintendent Cynthia Ford-Johnston addressed the topic on June 9, 2016 yet details were 
not fully known as the legislation had not been passed at that time. 
 
As of this update, specifics for carrying out this mandate have not been promulgated by the state’s 
Education Department (NYSED) or Health Department (NYSDOH), however, I would anticipate 
required testing of: 

§ Faucets; 
§ Water fountains; 
§ Deep sinks not used for drinking water; 
§ Prep sinks. 

 
MOVING AHEAD 
 
The bill was introduced by Governor Cuomo, therefore, I’d expect the Governor to sign this bill into 
law.  90 days later, the law would take effect.   
 
I anticipate the NYSED and NYSDOH will issue regulations ahead of the effective date; I will 
follow-up on the specifics when that occurs.  In the meantime, I’ve begun exploring the mandate 
with our school architect David Whitford of AES Northeast, Inc. and Jeff Sisson of Champlain 
Valley Educational Services. 
 
Thank you! 
 


